
Welcome to Early College across 
Maine's Community Colleges 

Let's get started....



Navigate to: https://oncourse.mccs.me.edu/

Create a 
profile

If you already have 
a login from 
ExplorEC – use 
that username & 
password. 
ExplorEC and 
OnCourse are 
connected 
platforms.



Create 
New 
Account 

If you already have 
a login from 
ExplorEC – use 
that username & 
password. 
ExplorEC and 
OnCourse are 
connected 
platforms.



• Fill in all information 
carefully

• Use a personal email if you 
have one 

• Social Security Number is 
optional

• If you attend a career 
and technical school, 
please list that  as well

• We need an email for a 
parent or guardian

• CHECK ALL 
INFORMATION CAREFULLY



ONCOURSE DASHBOARD

This will be where you manage 
your profile, search for classes, 
apply for classes, manage 
registrations, sign a FERPA 
consent, etc.



• Select Apply for Classes
• Read and Sign the waiver 

that appears. This is 
required every semester.

• A similar waiver will be 
sent to the parent/guardian 
email you gave.

• Copies of that waiver are 
posted at mccs.me.edu



• From this one page you can 
access a general search, 
and search just in your 
school, see your active 
courses, or jump 
to ExplorEC and search 
university courses

• These statuses tell you 
where your application is in 
the process

• Scroll down



• Search for Classes

Allows you to search across all 
of Maine's Community Colleges

Use the filters to narrow your 
search

If you are searching for a specific 
course and your teacher or 
advisor has given you that 
number, enter it here



• Classes in your School

Allows you to search ONLY for 
the courses offered inside your 
school. MCCS and UMS will 
show

Look for the right course title & 
your teacher's name

If you don't see your course, 
make sure your CTE and High 
School are correct in your profile



•  Apply for a Course

Select the correct course 
section

Hit Apply for Selected

Note: Applications for multiple 
sections of the same course are 
not processed and slow down 
your application.



Once you apply, you can track 
your course status under 
View Applied Classes



Things to pay attention to when selecting courses:

Course Prerequisites These are courses you 
need to have before taking this class

Date and Modality Make sure you can attend the 
course for the dates listed and the way it is taught (on 
campus, online, synchronously, etc)

Seats Left in Course  Always check the 
actual college website if close to the start of 
the semester – availability changes quickly



Once you apply, use your 
dashboard to navigate to 
different tasks.

FERPA Consent
This is an optional way 
for you to give the 
colleges permission to 
speak to your parents 
about your courses. 
Otherwise, they 
cannot.

Parent Consent
If your parent/guardian cannot access the automated 
email, open this tile for them to sign here

Drop/WD Requests

If you have been 
registered for a course 
and no longer wish to 
take it, you must use 
this tile to drop the 
course.

If you drop the course 
AFTER the Drop 
deadline, you may earn 
a "Withdraw" grade on 
your college transcript. 

If you drop the course 
before it starts, there 
will be no official record 
of it.



Will this course cost me money? 
It depends…

• The majority of public school and homeschool students are eligible for the Aspirations Program  – which covers 
the tuition of your early college classes 

• Seniors graduating on the Spring of 2026 have 12 credits of eligibility in School Year 2025-26
• Class of 2027 and beyond have 18 lifetime credits. 
• CTE students in approved Pathways are eligible for an additional 6 CTE pathway credits. 

• If  you pay tuition to attend your high school, you are not eligible for Aspirations
• If you have exceeded your credits, you are no longer eligible. 
• Those who are not eligible for Aspirations funding can pay the reduced Early College rates with both UMS and 

MCCS. 



College Resources
Once you apply and are registered in 
OnCourse:

• Look for information from the college about your 
college email, ID, and other information.

• As an early college student, you have access to 
college resources such as the library, academic 
support services, and college advising.

• Please reach out the Early College office at 
the college offering your course whenever you need 
assistance.

Scan for our contacts



Early College Pathways  
***Not all college courses will transfer into every college degree***

Early College Pathways are designed to expose students to courses that align with their career interests 
and possible college majors. They will help students select their courses with intention and improve the 
likelihood of credit transfer to meet college  degree requirements (though transferability cannot be 
guaranteed). 

You don’t have to take courses on a pathway, but if you know what area you are interested in, pathways 
help you make more intentional choices. 

CTE students on pathways will be eligible to earn 6 additional Aspirations tuition-free college 
credits. You must be enrolled in a partnering CTE program, have already started courses on your 
pathway, and be applying for pathway courses to be eligible for the additional credits.



Access the 
Career Pathways 
Module

Read through the 
introduction text and then 
Select Start New



Move through 
the drop 
downs to view 
pathways. 

If you are in a CTE 
program, choose the 
Career Pathway that 
aligns with your program 
and the college that 
offers the majority of 
your courses. A quick list of the courses will appear



Use the pathway map to see the pathway courses and plan your course activity.
Use SELECT to choose a course and add it to a semester. You can EDIT the plan.



When planning your pathway courses:

• Your instructor or College advisor/coach may be able to know 
when courses are offered at your CTE

• Don’t worry about scheduling perfectly – there is lots of time 
to shift. 

• Hit “Next Step” when you are done
• Then “SUBMIT” when you feel is it accurate



Once done, your pathway will help you see how courses fit into a college degree. Then 
you can choose courses with intention and knowledge.



Once done, your pathway will help you see how courses fit into a college degree. Then 
you can choose courses with intention and knowledge.



College Resources
Once you apply and are registered in 
OnCourse:

• Look for information from the college about your 
course, college email, ID, and other information.

• As an early college student, you have access to 
college resources such as the library, academic 
support services, and college advising.

• Please reach out the Early College office at 
the college offering your course whenever you need 
assistance.

Scan for our contacts


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23

